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Contents

From the Editor
"Celebrating our Faith" written by Bishop Don Shafer is
timely, a rather penetrating look at our routine and forms
of worship services. Arlene Miller presents stimulating
thought on the Outlook of the Church as we move towards
General Conference. Read page 16, Howard Claassen's
view, something of a dim outlook on Nuclear Energy. The
Conference Director presents a view and comment on
McMaster University at Hamilton, Ont., where General
Conference is scheduled to convene in midsummer. General
news and Church News tell us something of the goings on
within and without the Brotherhood.

Religious News
Calling Abortion 'Holy Experience'
Brings Church Official Criticism

An executive of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries has stirred a controversy by saying that she felt an abortion
she had several years ago was a "holy experience."
Sheila D. Collins, director of the United Methodist Office of
Voluntary Service, related that she had the abortion because the
father of the unborn child was not her husband. She described the
experience at a Conference on Women and Religion in St. Paul,
Minn. An article in the National Catholic Reporter newspaper
quoted her as having said of the abortion that "next to my
childbirths . . . this I can truly say is the holiest experience of my
life."
When contacted by Bud Herron of the Texas Methodist/United Methodist Reporter newspaper chain, Ms. Collins said she
was not aware a reporter had been present when she was addressing the conference. While declining to elaborate further on her
specific remarks, she said, "The experiences I described were
those in which I understood God to be present, bringing healing
and forgiveness out of suffering and brokenness. And I understand
that to be the meaning of the Incarnation. That is, where there is
crucifixion and suffering there is also the possibility of resurrection."
Dr. Randolph Nugent, top executive of the National Division
of the Board of Global Ministries, said that "one does not always
agree with positions or perspectives of one's staff."
Inflation, Political Conflict,
Reduce Bethlehem Pilgrim Flow

An estimated 10,000 Christian pilgrims streamed into Bethlehem to celebrate Christmas in the town where Christ was born.
Officials had expected about 20,000 pilgrims, but, according to
Bethlehem's tourist department, the higher cost involved in the
trip to Bethlehem brought on by worldwide inflation, and "the
political situation, particularly in the Middle East, apparently...
persuaded people they would be better off at home."
Security measures were extremely stringent in the town, following a wave of unrest in the Israeli-occupied territory. Bethlehem's Arab Greek Orthodox Mayor Elias Freij, together with the
Israeli military governor and other dignitaries, were on hand.
Thousands of worshippers who were unable to get into the
crowded church followed the celebration of the Mass on a huge
television screen set up outside in the square—this year, for the
first time ever—in color.
Christmas joy was marred in Christian villages of the Christian
militia-controlled enclave in southern Lebanon, when Palestinian guerrillas lobbed heavy shells into the area, just before
midnight, wounding men, women, and children on their way to
Mass.
to page 14
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Celebrating
Our
Faith

Don Shafer

I

n recent years it has been interesting, if not amusing,
to see some of the developments in our worship
services. I would like to take the risk of making a few
observations and then share some basic statements
about the way we celebrate our faith. It is a bit dangerous
to try to discuss worship. It is more of a "happening" than a
written document. As Paul Hoon suggests in his book, The
Integrity of Worship, there is always the danger of trying to
take pictures of the burning bush rather than taking off our
shoes because we sense we are on holy ground. But I'll try
to speak to the meaning of worship as a worshipping man
rather than as an observer.
First of all, I note that the media has had a profound
effect on some of our practices. If one of the popular
religious talk shows or one of the large church TV programs uses a new form, it often shows up in local churches.
For example, the brief break in the worship service for
everyone to shake hands or the so-called sharing times.
These came from somewhere and I don't see their sources
in the Bible or in church history. One has to wonder
whether we have become so individualistic and isolated
that we have to ritualize a few minutes of hand-shaking to
alert people that more than one person is present.
Another observation is that we think we are being creative and informal when in fact we are simply picking up on
the latest fad or someone else's idea. The so-called "born
again movement" or the misnamed "charismatic renewal"
have called for change in forms, but the question is, what
has it done in the lives of people? I assume some of us have
been around long enough to remember the "testimony
meetings" or "prayer requests" or "house prayer meetings"
and now these are "sharing times," "prayer needs" and
"small groups."
And then there is the music. Some prefer gospel hymns
that were "in" when they were growing up. Others prefer
the classical hymns which were the sign that the church had
come of age. Still others like the "new" sounds with
instruments other than the organ, like the guitar. And, of
course, the beat of the "now generation" must have an evil
source. I especially notice that what I personally don't like
seems the most satanic. Smile, if you agree.
Well, before I become downright sarcastic, let me suggest some basic biblical principles we might keep in mind
when we come together to celebrate our faith.
A. Christian worship is always centered in the adoration of God the Father, through Jesus Christ the Son, and
promoted by the Holy Spirit. That is focused in the first
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commandment (Exodus 20:34), the Hebrew classical
"shema" (Deut. 6:4-9), and in the words of Jesus (John
4:24).
B. The distinctive element of Christian worship is its
trinitarian structure, i.e., the emphasis on God as Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:33; Eph. 2:18;
Heb. 9:14; and 1 Peter 1:2).
C. Christian worship is the celebration of our salvation.
It is the remembering of God's saving acts in history. It is
seen in such songs or passages like Exodus 15 and Rev. 5 or
Eph. 1:3-14.
D. The tone of Christian worship is one of joy (Philippians 4:4). It is not just reminiscing, but praise to God for
his grace that initiates our worship.
One could, of course, list many other elements, but these
are basic and central. But the area that, of course, is most
controversial is the cultic activity or the forms we use.
We do see in both the Old Testament and New Testament some statements that were apparently used in worship. The Psalms were obviously used. Perhaps we need
certain scriptural affirmations that people may participate
in repeatedly. We, of course, could be creative in how we
do that. It does seem clear from the New Testament that
gifts are not given to monarchical pastors as the leader but
rather to the body and for the edification of the body (Col.
3:16-17).
As evangelicals, we need to be aware of the entertainment syndrome or of expecting the miraculous. We aren't
satisfied with a sunrise, we want it to stand still so we will
be amazed.
The problem is that some people have marvelous gifts of
communication and form but seldom say anything significant to change life. It's nice and warm and fuzzy but God
hasn't spoken a decisive Word to the body. Other people
have good content but can't communicate it effectively.
What must happen is for believers to see that they are "in
Christ" and perceive his call in the context of today's
world.
The bottom line in worship is whether it leads us as
persons and as a body to be "doers of the Word." Jesus
clearly taught that and, of course, there is the classic word
from James, " D o not merely listen to the Word and so
deceive yourselves. Do what it says." (James 1:22).
It is obvious from church history that various cultures
have had impact on the cultic rites and rituals of worship.
The high church and formalities, the low church and free
styles, the classical and the modern, the familiar and the
strange, the old and the new, the traditional and the creative, have all had impact on worship.
But let us remember that the most important event in
celebrating our faith is to sense God's welcome and coming
to us. We need to hear his Word and then obey through our
service in the world. Our worship should surely bring us to
a vision of the Holy God (Isa. 6:1-3), but our celebration
must climax in hearing the Lord to the extent that we say,
"Here am I, send me!" (Isa. 6:8).
The celebration of our faith is when God and his people
come together. In some ways it is indescribable. But if we
come together in expectation and a will to obey, we will
then experience something of what the psalmist meant
when he wrote, "I was glad when they said to me, 'Let us go
to the house of the Lord!' " (Psalm 122:1).
Don is Bishop of the Pacific & Midwest

Conferences
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Looking Outward: BR6THR6N IN
Arlene Miller
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Walking among the one-hundred
seventeen displays of the mission agencies represented at Urbana 79, the
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
student missions convention, I tried to
imagine how the students felt as they
encountered this kaleidoscope of opportunities. While assisting at the Brethren
in Christ booth it was good to talk with
many students who came to inquire
regarding Brethren in Christ missions
and requirements for service. Brethren
in Christ students were there from various schools, including many from
Messiah College, of the more than fifty
who were there. One sensed their keen
interest in what God is doing in his
world and how they can become a part
of the action.
What is God doing in his world?
There are more than four billion human
beings on this planet and at the present
rate of increase there could be seven
billion within twenty years. Needs,
needs of all dimensions and at every
level characterize the lives of these
many persons. Social, economic, and
political needs exist as well as hostile
relationships within families and persons whose lives lack meaning and
purpose. And underlying all of these is
the alienation of persons from their
Creator and Source of Life. God, who
makes even the wrath of men to praise
him, is using this very sense of need to
draw his created ones to himself. In a

4

world characterized by despair, many
people are turning for hope to Hope
Himself.
In every country we sense the "wind
blowing wheresoever it wills." Russian
young people are coming to Jesus
Christ in increasing numbers. The
Church, though long persecuted in
China, continues to worship, although
in new forms. In Japan there now exist
at least eleven mission societies.
Churches long considered mission
churches are now sending their own
missionaries, as is the Brethren in
Christ Church of Zimbabwe Rhodesia.
At the same time missiologists estimate that seventy percent of the world's
individuals claim no allegiance to the
Christian faith and over three-fourths
of them are beyond the range of normal, near-neighbor evangelism by existing churches. Barriers of culture, lifestyle, philosophy and nationalism impede their hearing of the gospel message.
Missionaries willing to cross these barriers are needed from every nation to
go to every nation.
Where do we, the Brethren in Christ,
function in the growing momentum of
mission endeavors? We have spent a
great deal of time considering our heritage and who we are. Rather than foster a self-conscious sectarianism, our
introspection hopefully has led us to a
humble recognition of the gifts granted
us by God as a denomination. Our
1

emphasis on servanthood and a simple
lifestyle are qualities which will stand
us in good stead for missions in the
eighties.
We have come through a time in
which it seemed that the thrust of
Brethren in Christ missions was slackening. Perhaps this was a necessary
hiatus, essential to the development of
new strategies in our mission program.
During this time Brethren in Christ
c h u r c h e s in India, Z a m b i a , and
Zimbabwe Rhodesia have come under
their own national leadership. We in
the North American church are now
partners with them in mission, along
with the churches of J a p a n and
Nicaragua.
The affirmation of the General Conference in 1978 to the beginning of new
mission thrusts has given a focus to the
rising interest of our membership in
continued and increased missions efforts. The rising interest of students in
missions definitely includes Brethren
in Christ students as evidenced by their
attendance at Urbana 79. Gifted retired
individuals offering themselves for service in various cultural settings include
Brethren in Christ members.
Ahead lies a new decade, a new
decade for Brethren in Christ missions. The Board for Missions has
approved the opening of four new
areas of ministry in Venezuela, Botswana, London, and Quebec. The Spirit
of God is moving over the face of the
earth, drawing men to Jesus Christ.
How shall we respond to his initiative
in crossing the barriers which are currently interfering with the spread of
the Good News?
A good beginning is to realize that
" w e " includes Brethren in Christ
churches in at least seven countries.
No longer can we in North America
have "the master plan." For example,
the London project has been a cooperative venture of Brethren in Christ
Churches in Zimbabwe Rhodesia, Zambia, and North America from its inception. Planning of purposes and strategies will be used of God if a sense of
true partnership is maintained.
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CHRIST MISSIONS
We are a denomination with a history of commitment to missions and
we are among the many comparatively
small mission agencies. Do we have
clear purposes for our mission efforts?
Without making a false dichotomy
between proclaiming and demonstrating the good news, do we need to look
more clearly at our goals so that we
might achieve them? Along with evangelism, do we need to put greater
emphasis on nurturing new believers
and teaching them to "teach others
also"?
Is every member of the Brethren in
Christ church a world Christian? David
Bryant speaks of "pea-sized Christianity" which keeps us from discipleship
and an evangelism that is big enough
to fill the world-sized gap between
God and man. We need to learn of the
eternal and worldwide purposes of
God. Every Brethren in Christ church
member needs to be mobilized for sensitive witnessing with courage, creativity and zeal. Mission statesmen are
speaking of a new wave of mission
advance to fulfill Christ's command to
make disciples of all nations. Using the
many resources available for the study
of world missions can raise our awareness of our role in prayer, giving of
time and resources, and whether or not
God is calling us to cross cultural barriers. This can be done in both personal and group study.
Our material resources are God's
trust to us with his goods. Can He trust
us to give more extensively as the cost
of doing his work rises with inflation
and higher energy prices?
Extension of Christ's kingdom is a
spiritual warfare and prayer is a powerful means of resisting principalities
and powers to get across barriers. Ted
Engstrom relates how he began to
intercede that God would raise up a
Christian witness in Outer Mongolia
after hearing that there were no Christians there. Several years later, at the
International Congress on World Evangelization at Lausanne, Switzerland in
1974, he met a Chinese gentleman who
told him, "I am the only delegate here
2
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in this Congress from Outer Mongolia." He told of scores of people who
were Christians and more being converted. The doors to missionaries were
closed but radio broadcasts were bearing fruit. Luis Palau tells of learning
to pray for a wider and wider circle of
churches until he prayed for churches
in every country of the world. Abundant resources are available to make
possible knowledgeable, specific prayer
for missionaries, governments, and
churches. We must commit ourselves
to regular, intensive prayer for the
extension of the Kingdom.
Creativity is characteristic of God
who also created us in his image. The
creative Holy Spirit will surely guide
us in developing strategies appropriate
for this new decade if we seek him and
his mind. Creative strategies are needed
to reach every individual behind a barrier. Creativity is also needed in the
preparation of mission personnel. We
must use the services of agencies which
prepare missionary candidates to work
in new cultures.
Appropriately, Ted Engstrom insists
that planning for mission starts with
an understanding of the people to be
reached and with our attention focused
on strategies that attempt to reach
them in the context of their need. Persons who have been effective evangelists in their own culture often have
difficulty seeing that what God has
blessed in one culture, he may not
choose to use in another. In light of
this, missionary candidates are needed
who can identify with the people to
whom they go, are ready to accept
their living standards, and are able to
identify with the local body of believers.
How we as Brethren in Christ respond
to our call to God's Mission is dependent on the depth of our commitment to
the Lord God and to his interests and
purposes in the world. I am confident
that we will respond with total, courageous zeal. "Never flag in zeal, be
aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord."
3
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Inter Varsity Press, 1979, p. 42.
-InterVarsitv Missions. 1979, David Bryant.
< Word, Inc., 1978, pp. 125-126.
1

T H E L O R D IS M Y F R I E N D

The Lord is my friend; I shall not be
lonely.
He walks beside me and giveth me peace
of mind and heart.
He maketh me to think on the best
things of life.
He continually refresheth my soul and
leadeth me in the right paths.
The days that I am discouraged or ill,
or sorrow comes, I confide in my
friend, and He comforts me. When
death is nigh 1 will not fear, for
He is with me.
He spreadeth a table before me in the
presence of disappointments, and
feedeth me on the Word of God.
He anointeth me with His Spirit, and
fills my cup of joy to overflowing.
His friendship is a sacred treasure.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life as I walk
hand in hand with my friend; and at
journey's end, I will dwell in the
house of my friend forever.
— Maxine

Clark

Selected hy Avery Musser. From Christian Art
bulletin.

CHURCH NEWS
Messiah College
Notes from Messiah College
Trustee Minutes

s

:

Music Ministry Teams
Several Messiah College Music Ministry teams are available for booking during the
spring of 1980. One group will be touring the eastern and midwestern parts of the US
next summer. The four student groups are: two mixed groups of four women and four
men each, a folk gospel group of eight women, and a male-female duo. Churches and
organizations interested in engaging any of the above should contact Ron Long,
Director of Admissions, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027.

\

Dwight Bert was re-elected chairman of
the Messiah College Board of Trustees,
and Galen Oakes was returned to the office
of vice chairman. Mark Hess was newlyelected as secretary, with Emerson Frey
named to the post of assistant secretary for
the first time.
Although the first apartment-type student residence has just been completed, the
strong increase in enrollment (now more
than 1,200), along with projected additional increases, resulted in the trustees
authorizing the preparation of preliminary
drawings for another townhouse student
residence with a capacity of 150 students.
The projected completion date is September
1, 1981.
Dr. H. David Brandt has been appointed
to a second three-year term as College
Dean, July 1, 1980 through June 30, 1983.
Dr. Noel Falk was promoted from Assistant Professor of Biology to Associate Professor of Biology.
Ministers Conference
Dr. Frank Bateman Stanger, president
of Asbury Theological Seminary, will be

"This will
be a
special day
of instruction
for
all pastors."
-Dr. Billy A. Melvin
NAE Executive Director

Set aside some time
for spiritual growth.
For information write:
NAE, P.O. Box 28, Wh^aton, IL 6Q187

Dave Hershberger (L) and Kay Burkholder are part of the eight-member Messiah
College music ministry team, COVENANT. Both Brethren in Christ, Dave is from
Massillon, Ohio, and Kay comes from Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.

The special pastors' day is only one
of many opportunities awaiting you

The 38th
Annual
Convention
of the National
Association
of Evangelicals

March 4-6,1980
Hyatt House Hotel, Los Angeles
International Airport, Los Angeles,
California

/ t r o n g in t h e

Word
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the keynote speaker at Messiah College's
fifteenth annual Ministers Conference on
March 18 and 19. Additional program projections include an idea smorgasbord featuring college faculty and other specialized
resources, audience participation in planning for the '80s, and a variety of devotional and inspirational activities.
Fine Arts Center
Groundbreaking Set
The groundbreaking for the new fine
arts center at Messiah College will be on
March 6. With the groundbreaking there
will be a special fine arts emphasis on campus from March 4 to 6. Construction is
scheduled to begin immediately following
groundbreaking.
The total amount of funds raised toward
the $4 million goal for the "More than
Bread" campaign is $3,313,709.29. Of this
amount, $1,553,918.73 has already been
given and is invested at a good interest rate.
The final stage of the fund drive is a mail
campaign. This, along with other anticipated response, will be significant in helping the campaign meet the Kresge Foundation's challenge—a promise to pay the last
$100,000 of the $4,000,000 goal.

Evangelical Visitor

General Conference Information
The General Conference of 1980 will convene on the campus of McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, from
Saturday afternoon, June 28, through Thursday noon, July 3.
The facilities are the best. Both meals and lodging will be available on campus. Numerous motels and campsites are in
the area. Full information for lodging, meals, transportation and other details will appear in a special insert of the next
Evangelical Visitor. For more information, contact the Convention Director, Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027.
Phones: (717) 766-2621, Office 766-2511.
Women Alone Feminar
April 18-20, 1980

The Women Alone Feminar is planned
for April 18-20, 1980 at Camp Hebron,
Halifax, Pa. This is for women of all ages
who are divorced, single, or widowed. It is
a time of spiritual, social, and physical
enrichment. Our theme this year is Diet,
Discipline and Discipleship, with Dr. George
Kimber as the main speaker. For more
information contact: Lois Brubaker, C. R.2,
Westfield, Pa. 16950.
Christian Light Bookstore
Moves to New Location
September 22, 1979 was opening day for
the new location of the Christian Light
Bookstore in Brantford, Ontario. Bishop
Harvey Sider led in a brief service of dedication. Mayor Bowen shared in the official
opening. The new store, containing nearly
5,000 square feet of retail space, is located
on the same street (Colborne) a short distance from the former location.
to page 11
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Manager Jack Flicker, General Manager Clair Hoffman, and Bishop Harvey Sider,
standing in the greeting card section of the new Christian Light Bookstore.
71

he big city ghetto has a mood and flavor all its own. It
is a different world from "Middle America" in the
T
suburbs or countryside. Indeed, a great chasm separates

the two. In this chasm dwell and breed the demons of racial
misunderstanding and alienation, both black and white.
What would a white "Middle American" encounter in
the Philadelphia ghetto? Could the race and culture gap be
crossed? Would Jesus Christ, in fact, provide a bridge?
Would the bond of biblical evangelical faith, shared by
white and black alike, provide "roots" deeper and stronger
than our evident differences of skin color, culture, and
history? How would I, whose ancestors had perhaps
manned the slave ships, be accepted by the descendants of
the slave ships' unwilling passengers?
These questions—and others—bubbled in my mind as I
looked out the airplane window approaching Philadelphia's airport. This would, I mused, be perhaps the most

unusual weekend of many weekends I had spent since 1966
in the journalistic ministry of Good News.

The opportunity had been provided by a new member of
the Good News Board of Directors, Rev. Randolph L.
Jones. Randy is pastor-director of a storefront congregation known as the "Southside Church-Center," deep in
Philadelphia's inner city.
"Come and worship with us sometime," Randy had
invited.
I first heard about Randy several years ago. A mutual
acquaintance had challenged me to learn more about what
he described as "Randy's innovative, full-Gospel outreach
ministry in a part of the city like you've probably never
been to."
So when circumstances made it possible to be in the
"City of Brotherly Love" on a weekend, I pounced on
Randy's offer. Cameras and notebook ready, I met him in
the ghetto on a Saturday night. Randy drove me across
town to the home where I was to be an overnight guest.
"You'll be staying with one of our church members,"
Randy explained. "Brother Bill Richardson used to be
involved with the Black Panthers."
Soon we were knocking on the door of an attractive
stone rowhouse. My host welcomed us, introduced his
five-year-old daughter, and then showed me to the guest
room. Soon after I had unpacked, we settled on Bill's living
room sofa. Over a Coke, Bill told about his pilgrimage to
the cross.
The path had led him over mighty rough ground: a hitch
in the army . . . alcohol, drugs and street gangs . . .
gradually sinking into the vortex of hopelessness and despair. A succession of unhappy job failures caused Bill to
feel that his life would be nothing more than backbreaking
animal labor. He was losing all confidence in himself and
had no hope for the future. Then he gravitated to the Black
Panthers because they were providing food and help for
needy ghetto people. But Bill couldn't feel right about the
violence, so he drifted aimlessly, a man without purpose,
roots, or hope for tomorrow.
A friend, worried about Bill's evident disintegration,
urged him to "come meet some positive people" at the
Southside Church-Center. He did—reluctantly.
"In the ghetto," Bill explained, "church and ministers
are a rip-off with big cars and fancy clothes for themselves.
But the people at the Center . . . they were different!"
How?
They prayed mostly for other people, and for themselves

Journey
Info
Joy
Text and Photos by Charles W. Keysor

Church members are remodeling a decaying storefront building
to house expanding outreach activities of the congregation. Persons are encouraged by the church to renovate local buildings.

Two arms of the Church
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS and
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

MCCer

Walter Hiebert
works
with
students at David Livingstone
Teacher's College, Zambia
in
production
units: (Above) with student
operating
jigsaw
to produce
teaching
aids;
(upper) Edmunc Ng'Andu
feeds the
citrus trees; (lower) students
clearing
the piggery's external disposal
system.

BRETHREN IN CHRIST and MCC personnel have shared together for many
years in teaching and development at the DAVID LIVINGSTONE TEACHER'S
COLLEGE, in Zambia, near the world famous Victoria Falls. Presently there
are three MCC and two Brethren in Christ personnel assigned to DLTC.

NEW ASSIGNMENTS

G O R D O N and SUSAN GILMORE serve as the founding couple of the new Latin American mission. This will
probably be located in Venezuela which Gordon will visit with the mission administrators, February 18-29, 1980.
The Gilmores are in their eighth year of pastoral service at Port Colborne Ontario. They will continue in the
pastorate for the balance of this year. With their children Benjamin and Charity, they will spend one year in Costa
Rica in language school, in preparation for this new Brethren in Christ Missions assignment.

EUGENE and RUTH MADEIRA are investing one year of special ministry in Nicaragua beginning this summer
(1980). The Madeiras are members of the Lancaster congregation. Eugene currently serves in the Lancaster
school system with specialties in adult education from which he will be on a one year sabbatical leave. Their
knowledge of Spanish from previous missionary service in Colombia aptly prepares them for Nicaragua. Eugene
will work with the church there in developing and testing a leadership training program. Ruth, a registered nurse,
will share in health care programs and women's work as there are opportunities. NOTE: The Madeiras are
currently

looking

for someone

to house-sit

for them in Lancaster

for the

year!

/NEW MINISTRIES

MARSHALL and ELEANOR POE with their family are preparing to
follow through with the work done by the Madeiras in Nicaragua, and
serve the church there in an intensive leadership training program. This
will be an appropriate response to an urgent and longstanding need felt
by our sister church, and advocated by Bert Sider and the other missionary staff over the years.
The Poes both bring the experience of cross-cultural service in Zambia plus Marshall's leadership training and Eleanor's nursing skills to
this new assignment. The family, including Keith 10, Karen almost 9,
and Krista 7, will move to Costa Rica in August for one year of Spanish
studies.

RAY and WINIFRED HOCK, with their son, Jason,
are planning to make Japan their home and base of ministry as of August 1980. Ray completes seminary (Eastern Baptist) studies in the spring. Concurrent with his
studies, Ray has found fulfillment in assistant pastoral
service at the Perkiomen Valley church while Winnie
pursued her nursing career. The Hocks previously
served at the Life Line Mission in San Francisco.
The Japanese assignment begins with two years of
language study in Tokyo in preparation for a church
planting/leadership training role in Yamaguchi ken. The
Hocks will be partners with a national seminary-trained
graduate in fulfillment of the creative planning by the
Japanese church.
Each of the above mentioned appointments were confirmed by the Board for Missions Executive Committee in
session on January 12, pending approval by the respective national churches, as well as medical and visa
clearance.
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Seeds of Hope
"The kingdom of God
is as if a man
should scatter seed
upon the ground,
and should sleep
and rise night and day,
and the seed should
sprout and grow,
he knows not how."
MCC Chad
Photo by Mike Eby

Mark

4:26,27

total personnel
agriculture/nutrition
economic and technical
education
health
religious/social services
language study/study assistance
administration/support services

(RSV)

181
31
13
63
10
16
10
38

In 1979 the world was troubled by
news of the boat people, land
refugees and millions starving in
Kampuchea (Cambodia). Nuclear
stockpiles grew, while the world
reacted to an accident at Three Mile
Island.
An Islamic Republic was established
in Iran; Egypt and Israel signed a
peace agreement. Pope John Paul II
traveled the globe, a new prime
minister was elected, then quickly
forced to call another election in
Canada, and former Canadian Prime
Minister John Diefenbaker died.
1979 ended a decade that began
with war and famine in Biafra and
Bangladesh—a decade that included
the Quebec Separatist movement, the
final years of the Vietnam War,
Watergate and a growing energy
crisis. It was the 60th year of MCC's
worldwide ministry in the Name of
Christ.
In this year many felt small in
comparison to the problems around
them. The world's problems were not
solved, but Brethren in Christ and
Mennonites welcomed Indochinese
refugees and international trainees. An
estimated 12,000 volunteered at
material aid centers, thrift and SelfHelp shops, meat cannings and relief
sales, and entered service with MCC.
Their continued support of mission
and service programs was a sign that
God continues to give His people
hope.
Increased financial support in 1979
indicated the confidence of consti-

77
21
10
5
8
4
0
29

25
1
1
5
7
6
0
5

126
41
7
29
23
10
0
16

24
2
0
9
2
3
0
8

289
1
6
14
8
63
4
193

tuents that their gifts would be used of
God. Gifts were not always large in
comparison to world need, but as
Christ rejoiced at the the two coins
given by the widow (Mark 12:42-44),
we believe God uses the gifts given to
MCC in faith.
Those gifts, the plans laid to use
them, and the contribution of workers
are seeds, sown with prayer and love,
which grow and spread and bear new
seed.
Areas of special concern to MCC in
1979 were Kampuchea, Nicaragua,
Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Uganda and Lebanon, where war and
natural disasters created vast need for
development, material aid and for
spiritual support.
At year's end, MCC has been able to
give food aid, medical supplies, seeds
and tools to Kampuchea. Such
involvement may prepare the soil for
future work. MCC seeks to send
rehabilitation workers there in 1980.
War in Nicaragua left 150,000
homeless and 50,000 dead. Crops,
hospitals and schools were leveled.
Food aids and seeds were sent during
1979. Reconstruction will continue in
1980 and 1981.
In Dominica and Dominican Republic, Hurricane David left 150,000
homeless and destroyed crops. MCC
has sent personnel and material aid to
both countries and will work there in
1980 with Mennonite mission and
local church groups.
1979 saw the end of the bloody
eight-year reign of Idi Amin Dada in
Uganda. That country is still
experiencing economic and political
difficulties. MCC has sent hand tools,
soap, blankets and water pumps, as
well as workers. A rural development
program will continue in 1980.
The tiny country of Lebanon continued to absorb the hostility of the
Middle East, suffering repeated acts of
war and terrorism. Early in the year
material aid was distributed to
refugees from the war. Workers
encouraged agricultural development

Bangladesh
Belgium
Bolivia
Botswana
Brazil
Chad
Egypt
England
Ethiopia
France
Germany
Grenada
Guatemala

35
2
51
32
27
2
11
1
2
1
14
8
6

Haiti
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Italy
Jamaica
Jordan
Kenya
Laos
Lebanon
Lesotho
Malawi

10
1
9
5
2
1
17
4
6
4
2
13
5

Nepal
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Paraguay
Philippines
Poland
Sudan
Swaziland
Switzerland
Tanzania
Thailand
Transkei
Uganda

18
2
15
5
3
1
4
23
2
3
3
2
3

Upper Volta 16
7
West Bank
37
Zaire
Zambia
18

Canada
volunteer
64
salaried
64
United States
volunteer
75
salaried
86

and are a supporting Christian
presence.
Many areas that suffered most
deeply—Kampuchea, Indochina, Middle East, Nicaragua—suffered not
because of natural disaster, but
because of political struggles. The call
to reconciliation and justice was
discussed often as MCC sought ways
not only to offer assistance after the
tragedy of conflict, but to be God's
presence in the world in a way that
prevents tragedy and heals wounds of
hatred and injustice. The largest
number of MCC overseas workers
continued to be teachers, who shared
new knowledge, and agriculturists,
who shared hope for increased food
production.
Disasters at home called for the
efforts of thousands of Mennonite
Disaster Service volunteers. New work
began in Mississippi, where floods
struck in the spring and Hurricane
Frederic raged in the fall; in Texas
and Ontario after tornadoes; and in
Louisiana, Alabama, Minnesota and
Manitoba after spring flooding.
U.S. Ministries and MCC (Canada)
sought sponsors for resettlement of
refugees and worked in ministries with
Native Americans, the elderly, offenders and the rural and urban poor.
It was a year of sometimes painful,
sometimes joyful, discussion between
MCC and MCC (Canada) concerning
greater mutuality. A fledgling MCC
U.S. was born to handle state-side
concerns. MCC's relationship to
conference bodies and other church
agencies was a matter for prayer and
dialogue.
At the end of 1979 there were 722
workers—433 in 4 3 overseas countries and 289 in North American
volunteer positions and in headquarters, regional and provincial offices.
These workers, motivated by their
commitment to Christ and concern for
their fellow humans, spread seeds of
faith and understanding through
sharing friendship and their faith as
well as sharing skills in education,
| health, technology, agriculture and
I social services.

MCC
Financial

MCC (Canada)

Financial

Summary

Summary

Income

Income

1.

1.

Contributions:
U.S. Constituency
MCC (Canada)
U.S. Relief Sales and
Thrift Shops

3,113,899
1,415,054
1,408,745

5,937,698

1,975,570
477,475
873,567
758,872

4,085,484

2.

Other Income:
Grants
Volunteer Earnings
Self/Help
Other

Contributions:
Constituency contributions
as forwarded by provinces:
General
Designated
B.C.
Alta.
Sask.
Man.
Ont.
Other
Relief Sales

49,306
199,686
72,921
96,262
130,138 101,103
360,813 322,562
465,879 163,688
34,131
35,114
78,198
365,800

Total

248,992
169,183
231,241
683,375
629,567
69,245
443,998

1,653,692 821,909 2,475,601

3.
Material Aid in Kind

3,309,577
Total Income

$13,332,759

372,033

2,847,634

2.

Disbursements

1.

9,630,339

International Program
2.

Domestic Program:
U.S. Ministries
Mennonite Mental Health
Services
Mennonite Disaster Service
Peace Section
Peace Section (U.S.)
Exchange Visitor Program
Self/Help
Other

23,705
62,186
49,313
75,856
85,444
724,580
111,351

Excess of Income over Disbursements
Less Funds Spent for Long/term Assets
Net Increase in Operating Fund
Balances

$3,709,679
344,209
195,004
355,050

4,603,942
$7,451,576

Disbursements

1.

4,612,051

International Program
2.

1,371,279
1,332,167

Total Disbursements

Other Income:
Government Grants
VS Earnings
Self Help
Other
Total income

238,844

Administration

512,333,785
998,974
46,358
952,616

All amounts rounded off to
nearest dollar. A detailed
financial statement and program
report is available upon
request.
Material Aid Shipments

Food Bank (farmers'
contributions only)

7,637,263 pounds

Canadian Program:
Peace and Social Concerns
$
54,268
Native Concerns
55,507
Die Mennonitische Post
64,943
Kanadier
18,364
Food Bank
1,263,692
Voluntary Service
395,153
Ottawa Office
44,995
Offender Ministries
27,989
Mennonite Disaster Service
2,682
Mennonite Historical Society
6,500
Montreal House of Friendship
33,160
Other
66,907
3.
Administration
Total Disbursements
Excess of Income over Disbursements

2,034,160
409,004
$7,055,215
396,361

"We need the help of God
to know when we are preparing the soil,
when planting the seed,
when weeding, when harvesting."

-RAY BRUBACHER, MCC AFRICA SECRETARY

For a detailed 1979 financial
and program report write to:
Mennonite Central Committee
21 South 12th Street
Akron, Pa. 1 7 5 0 1
or M C C (Canada)
2 0 1 - 1 4 8 3 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, Man. R3T 2 C 8
Materia/ Aid, Kansas
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First Quarter

India

Addresses of BRETHREN

MISSIONS - NORTH AMERICA

MISSIONS - OVERSEAS

Rev. Surendra N. Roy, Church Chairman
Jiwan Jyoti, Post Box 8
Saharsa P.O., North Bihar, India
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter
16 Boulevard Road
Delhi 110054, India (FEBA)
William and Mary Hoke
M-96 Greater Kailash I
New Delhi 110048, India (TWR)
Joseph and Mariettj Smith
12/A Underbill Lane,
Delhi 110054, India

Japan

John and Lucille Graybill
(Country Representative)
30915, 4 Chome, Hana Koganei,
Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187
Miriam Bowers
309-15, 4 Chome, Hana Koganei,
Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187
Marlin and Ruth Zook
2050-19 Nakao, Urawa Shi,
Saitama Ken, Japan 336

Nicaragua

Rev. Enrique Palacios, Executive Minister
Apartado 4663
Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.
Charles and Cara Musser
(Country Representative)
Apartado A257
Managua, Nicaragua
Elsie C. Bechtel
Apartado A257
Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.

Rhodesia

Bishop Stephen N. Ndlovu
P.O. Box 711
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa

Zambia

Bishop William T. Silungwe
P. O. Box 115
Choma, Zambia', Africa
Ira and Miriam Stern
(Country Representative)
P. O. Box 2733
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa
Mary Olive Lady
P. O. Box 115
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Rachel Melhorn
Choma Secondary School
P. O. Box 92
Choma, Zambia, Africa
c/o David Livingstone Teacher Training College
Private Bag 1, Livingstone,
Zambia, A frica
Phyllis Engle
Lois Jean Sider
Abram Bert
P. O. Box 83
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Dallas and Diane Wolgemuth
P. O. Box 83
Choma, Zambia, Africa

c/o Macha Mission Hospital
P. O. Box 340
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert
Mary Bricker
Keith and Beverley Cober
Rachel Copenhaver
Marilyn Ebersole
Shirley Heisey
Faithe Musser
Kathleen Rixon
Eileen Sherk
Robert and Gail Brubaker
Macha Secondary School
P. O. Box 316
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Emory and Jeanne Martin
Nahumba Mission
P. O. Box 173
Choma, Zambia, Africa
c/o Sikalongo Bible Institute
P. O. Box 131
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Dale and Juanita Bathurst
David and Janet Kipe
Fannie Longenecker
Mary E. Heisey
Sikalongo Mission Hospital
P. O. Box 131
Choma, Zambia, Africa

On Furlough

Mary Biser
c/o R. Bruce Bainbridge
R. D. 1
Mt. Wolf, PA 17347
Edith Miller
301 Mill Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

SELF-SUPPORTING
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES
Overseas

Roy and Esther Mann
32 Dorchester House, Jameson St.
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing
Private Bag RW13X
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa

North America

Kenneth and Jill Crider
3106 Mountainview Dr.
Farmington, NM 87401
Philip Frey
Star Route 4, Box 6000
Bloomfield, NM 87413
Sandra Neyer
Star Route 4, Box 6000
Bloomfield, NM 87413
Richard and Deborah Sisco
118 New Alexander St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
Carroll and Esther Stottlemyer

1202 Douglas Ave.

Des Moines, Iowa

50313

Canada

c/o Montreal Lake Children's Home
Timber Bay, Saskatchewan
SOJ 2T0
Raymond and Sandra Sider
Dale and Judy Albrecht
Kevan Albrecht
Jonathan and Marie Alleman
Carla Dahlstrom
Donald and Diane Eby
Linda Epp
Rosalyn Hiebert
Sherry Janzen
Ruth Jones
Robert and Debbie Nigh
Trudy Quiring
Howard and Jennie Rensberry
Deborah Welch

United States

c/o Fellowship Chapel
246 E. Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10457
Ray and Miriam Heisey
Janet Hykes Dick
Daniel and Sharon Farina
Barry Musser
Kenneth Roberts
c/o Spring Lake Retreat
R.R.I, Box 361
Wurtsboro, NY 12790
Roy and Alva Newcomer
Joseph Hyatt
c/o Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission
Sfar Route 4, Box 6000
Bloomfield, NM 87413
Marion and Rachel Heisey
Ernestine Chavez
Glenace Frey
Rose Hamilton
Warren and Connie Hoffman
Anne Marie Hoover
Edith Merkey
Eldon and Nancy Rosentrater
Donald and Marion Sider
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner
Stephen and Debby Tyson
Duane and Karen Weaver
Marilyn Wingert
Annabelle Yazzie
John Peter Yazzie
c/o Brethren in Christ Ministries
Box 150
Pharr, Texas 78577
LeRoy and Judy Eberly
Donald and Margaret Frymire
Kenneth and Geniece Frymire
Joyce Poe
c/o Life Line Chapel
422 Guerrero St.
San Francisco, CA 94110
Paul and Evelyn Hill
Beverly Bauman
Kevin Hade
Susan Helfrick
Charles Lauver
Dennis and Carolyn Lehman
Dena Morris
Timothy Loizeaux
Neil Stern
Brengle Waldron
c/o Life Line Mission
917 Folsum St.
San Francisco, CA 94107
David and Margaret Croxford

CTORY

IN CHRIST Personnel

CHRISTIAN SERVICE
MINISTRIES
Kenneth and Anna Hoover (Special)
Messiah College
Grantham, PA 17027
Rebecca Gordon (Missions Office)
Box 149
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Keith and Charlene Barr (MCC)
512 Lime St.
Lancaster, PA 17602
Marilyn Hallman (MCC)
Box 132, Station F
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 1A5
Sally Harmon (MCC)
21 S. 12th St.
Akron, PA 17501
Evan and Linda Heise (MCC)
298 Topsail Rd.
St. Johns, Newfoundland, A1E 2B5
Mark and Darlene Keller (MCC)
Mennonite Central Committee
P. O. Box 329
Mbabane, Swaziland
Jay and Lucille Kopp (MCC)
Mennonite Central Committee
P. O. Box 329
Mbabane, Swaziland
Curtis and Violet Nissly (MCC)
Box CH-99
Lusaka, Zambia
Karen Stickley (MCC)
Ev. Johannesstift Haus Heidiborn
Schoenwalder Allee
1 Berlin 20, Germany

BRETHREN
IN CHRIST
INSTITUTIONS
Karen Myers
Brethren in Christ Offices
P. O. Box 1136
Upland, CA 91786
Kimberly Bert
Mile High Pines Camp
Angelus Oaks, CA 92305
Mark and Grace Rutt
c/o Kenbrook Bible Camp
501 Pine Meadow Rd.
Lebanon, PA 17042
Leroy and Inez Helmuth
Upland Manor
1125 W. Arrow Hwy.
Upland, CA 91786
Deborah Holsinger
Upland Manor
1125 W. Arrow Hwy.

Upland, CA 92786

1980

First Quarter

BRETHREN IN CHRIST
PERSONNEL SERVING
WITH OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS
David and Florence Carlson
(Trans World Radio)
P. O. Box 141
Monte Carlo, Monaco
Dana and Judy Crider (Woodstock School)
Mussoorie U P. 248179, India
Charles and Barbara Dederick
(American Rescue Workers Mission)
950 Sheridan St.
Williamsport, PA 17701
Premnath S. Dick (East Harlam Interfaith)
2050 Second Ave.
New York, NY 10029
Ethel Doner (Unevangelized Fields Mission)
Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies
Anna R. Engle (Sponsored by the Evangelical
Alliance Mission)
10 Devenish Court, Deuenish St.
Pretoria 0002, South Africa
Leslie Engle (Mennonite Board of Missions)
Out-Spokin
Box 370
Elkhart, IN 46515
Bob and Carol Geiger (Redland Valley Church)
CASA AGAPE, San Martin
Metz, Colombia, South America
Joe and Elaine Haines
(Mennonite Board of Missions)
Edinburgh Mission Medical Hospital
P. O. Box 11
Nazareth, Israel
Howard and Margaret Hall
(Operation Mobilization)
c/o Send The Light
9 London Rd.
Bromley, Kent, England
James and Ronda Helems
(c/o Academia Los Pinares)
Apartado 143-C, Tegucigalpa
Honduras, D C., C. A.
Beverly Johnson (Bible Club Movement Inc.)
408 E. 11th St.
Ocean City, NJ 08226
Emerson and Ruth Lesher
(Mennonite Board of Missions)
135 N. Oakland Ave.
Box 478
Pasadena, CA 91101
Gulabi McCarty (Youth for Christ)
1 Wheeler Rd.
Bangalore 560005, India
Lois Raser (World Vision)
Apdo. 190
Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico
Donald and Mildred Ressler
(Central Alaskan Missions, Inc.)
Glennallen, Alaska 99588
W. Edward and Martha Rickman
(World Gospel Mission)

1609 Chapel Pike
Marion, IN 46952
Rhoda Winger (Campus Crusade for Christ)
A. C. P. O. Box 51
Quezon City, Philippines 3001
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth
(Wycliffe Bible Translators)
7500 W. Camp Wisdom
Dallas, TX 75236

MISSION CHURCHES
Canada

Eva Smith (Paddockwood)
Paddockwood, Saskatchewan
SOJ 1Z0
Dan and Lynda Steadman (Kirkland Lake)
11 Hillcrest Dr.
Kirkland Lake, Ontario P2N 3M6

United

States

Richard and Joanna Lehman (Blandburg)
P. O. Box 55
Blandburg, PA 16619
Grafton and Grace Forbes (Pilgrim Chapel)
225 Sterling St.
Brooklyn, NY 11225
Gene and Joy Craighead (Adney Gap)
Rt. 1, Box 48
Callaway, VA 24067
Harold Paulus (Beulah Chapel)
Box 393 A, Sano Rt.
Columbia, KY 42728
Terry and Debra Brensinger (Bloomington)
Columbia, KY 42728
Edgar and Anna Giles (MillerfieIds)
Rt. 3
Columbia, KY 42728
John and Ruth Pawelski (Dayton)
835 Herman Ave.
Dayton, OH 45404
Glenn and Ilona Hensel (De Rossett)
Rt. 9, Box 218
Sparta, TN 38583
Levi and Beulah Troyer (Maple Grove)
Box 354
Mio, MI 48647
Ross and Betty Morningstar (Hunlock Creek)
Rt. 3
Berwick, PA 18603
Gaylerd and Marlene Miller (Knifby Ch)
Rt. 1
Knifley, KY 42753
William and Ada Fetrow (Llewellyn)
Box 117
Llewellyn, PA 17944
Lyle and Annie Roach (Lynchburg)
Rt. 5, Box 181
Lynchburg, VA 24501
Glenn and Joyce Ginder (Labish)
4188 Ward Dr.
Salem, OR 97303
Allon and Jeanette Dourte (Bethel Sprgs)
Rt. 6, Box 352
Manheim, PA 17545

EXTENSION CHURCHES
Canada

Dale and Pauline Allison (Calgary)
168 Cantrell Dr. SIV
Calgary, Alberta T2W 2M6
Philip and Judith Keefer (Westheights)
30 Somerfield Place
Kitchener, Ontario N2N 1S3
Gerald and Jane Tyrell (Meadowvale)
6053 Featherhead Cr.
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 2B5
Herb and Ruth Anderson (Prince Albert)
355 McArthur Dr.
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
S6V 6J8

United States

Earl and Lois Hess (Campbellsville)
Rt. 2, Box 23
Campbellsville, KY 42718
Paul and Esther Hess (Western Hills)
2961 Aquadale Lane
Cincinnati, OH 45211

Levi and Sandra Brubaker (Clearwater)
1918 Hastings Dr.
Clearwater, FL 33515
Verle and Maralee Brubaker (Oak Park)
3840 W. 14th St.
Des Moines, Iowa 50313
Orvin and Colleene White (Highland Park)
32 Dalton Dr.
Dublin, VA 24084
Atlee and Janet Hershberger (Amherst)
852 Amherst, N.E.
Massillon, OH 44646
Ric and Leigh Ann Feeney (Moreno)
13831 Redlands Blvd.
Moreno, CA 92360
Larry and Reta Steffee (Holden Park)
741 Holden Ave.
Orlando, FL 32809
David and Loa Buckwalter (Phoneton)
4285 U. S. RT. 40
Tipp City, OH 45317

John and Dorothy Fries (Portland)
9764 S. W. Appaloosa PI.
Beaverton, OR 97005
Irving and Peggy Parker (Pomeroy Chapel)
Rt. 3, Box 262
Smithville, TN 37166
Clarence and Mary Ann Brubaker (Van Leer)
2713 Buford Dr.
Williamsport, MD 21795
Kevin and Candy Longenecker (Open Bible
Comm.)
12880Heacock
Sunnymead, CA 92388
Jack and Jeanine Finley (Waukena)
P. O. Box 82
Waukena, CA 93282
Charles and Elaine Norman (Wichita)
336 Turquoise Lane
Wichita, KS 67209
John and Velorus Shearer (URBAN Min)
56 Edison St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

THE SUPPORTING STAFF
To enable the programs of Brethren in Christ Missions to serve both its field personnel and the supporting
brotherhood, a staff serves in its two offices.

STEVENSVILLE, Ontario
Carolyn Rotz coordinates
the Canadian Office, which
is also the office of the
Secretary of Overseas Ministries, Roy V. Sider. She
has served with Brethren in
Christ Missions since 1969.

ELIZABETHTOWN, Pa.
The main office of the Mission Board is located in the building occupied by the Christian Light Bookstore in
downtown Elizabethtown. Shown in the office of Financial Secretary Verna Mae Ressler (left) are: Alice Dourte,
Information Services; Becky Gordon (VS), circulation; Esther Ebersole, assistant to the Executive Secretary;
Wilmer Heisey, Executive Secretary. Glen Pierce, Secretary of Home Ministries, also works out of the E-town
Office.
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
P. O. Box 149
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
(717) 367-7045

2519 Stevensville Road
Stevensville, ONT LOS ISO
(416) 382-3144

last, Bill recalled. "And they were really interested in me."
Christians at the Center urged Bill to begin reading the
Bible. He tried, but soon gave up because "I had to look up
every other word in the dictionary." The Christians persuaded Bill to study the dictionary. He did and as Bill's
reading skill improved the church provided books and led
him in Bible study and discussion about Scripture, the
Christian life and his black heritage.
The highlight of our interview came after we had moved
to another room, Bill's study and workroom. He pointed
to a free-standing bookshelf against a stark, paperless
plaster wall. A warm smile wreathed Bill's handsome face.
His eyes literally sparkled as he said, "These are all my
books! I have read all of them!"
Never had I seen such fierce joy and pride aroused by
reading. Christians at the Center had led Bill out of the
prison of near-illiteracy and thus opened to him a whole
new world of ideas. What greater act of practical love, I

thought, than helping a brother learn to read?

Summing up his changed and changing life, Bill said
with deep feeling, "Jesus died for me and he enables me to
be myself!"
The next morning Bill took me to the Center headquarters at 1521 South Street. It is a converted ghetto store with
lowered ceiling, flourescent lights, folding chairs and a hint
of musty odor. Several church members were loading
drums and musical instruments into a station wagon
parked outside the Center.
"We're going over to the church," explained Zeffro Gaskin, converted soul rock musician and leader of the church
orchestra. "We are fixing up a new Center down the street
(pointing). Until it's ready, we worship in a church building
near here."
In the old Center building we entered a storeroom overflowing with dented cans and boxes of food. The Center
distributes food to hungry people—especially children and
elderly, explained Adriel Chaney.
"Where do you get the food?" I asked.
"From churches in and around Philly," said Adriel.
A storeroom overflows with food the church distributes to needy
persons, mostly elderly or very young. Care is taken to see that
precious food is given only to persons whose need is known to be
genuine.

An impromptu choir joins the church orchestra during this service. In spring and summer the orchestra goes out onto the street,
where musicians sing, play, and witness. In 1978 they led fifty
persons to Christ.

"Once a church out in Lancaster County sent us 20 tons of
potatoes."
Accompanied by several Center Christians, I walked
two blocks down South Street to a building in the process
of being remodeled as expanded headquarters for the Center. Members of the congregation were doing all the work
themselves, I learned. (Part of the Center's neighborhood
outreach is teaching ghetto people basic carpentry skills so
they can repair their homes and thus reverse the depressing
cycle of deepening neighborhood blight and deterioration.)
Along with my guided tour of the new headquarters, I
received a walking lecture in black history and perspectives. As we climbed steep stairs inspecting the renovated
building, Brother Chaney explained how to be black in
America is to be in a constant state of rage and indignation.
I was forcefully reminded of millions of kidnapped Africans who had died aboard slave ships enroute to America
. . . of the rape of black women by white slave masters... of
American history revised so as to largely eliminate black
realities. It was evident that the past has left festering sores
and deep resentments, which Christian faith may transcend but does not always obliterate. Adriel Chaney spoke
of these things very forcefully. I sensed echoes of feeling,
more subdued, in others during my day in the ghetto.
"If it wasn't for Jesus, I just couldn't stand it," said
Adriel. He spoke with a smouldering intensity which I shall
long remember.
How shall I describe the worship service which began at
10:00 a.m. and lasted until 2:00 p.m.? To a white preacher,
conditioned to accept white church time-consciousness on
Sunday morning, it was a delicious treat to worship with
"positive people" who do not keep one eye on the clock. I

thought, how sterile and abbreviated an ordinary white
worship service would seem to someone used to worshipping for two, three, or even four hours.

February 10, 1980

"When the Spirit begins to move, that's all that matters,"
one elderly woman told me.
And move the Spirit did!
As the service progressed, I was impressed by the natu91

ralness of it. People freely and openly expressed their deep
feelings. There was no bottling up, no repression of emotions. Rather, the whole service featured joyous, overflowing praise and prayer.
At one point Thomas Robinson, about 30 and saved for
seven months, told the congregation how he had gone
through the past week without taking either heroin or
methadone. Hearing this good news, the congregation
erupted in celebration. People poured out of the pews to
dance in the aisles, sing and hug each other. The church
orchestra led out spontaneously, giving wings of music to
the soaring spirit of joy and praise.
Then Randy preached. His text was Romans 1:18: "The
wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the
godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth
by their wickedness." (NIV)
The message was dramatic, laced with analogies, similies, and object lessons. But it was also solid as a rock in
the faithful presentation of Bible truth. I found it absolutely fascinating in its intimate depth of communication
with the congregation. Pulling no punches, Randy pronounced that God's wrath would fall on all who do evil. He

clinched it by naming several local politicans, obviously
known to the worshippers.
Space does not permit recollections of the chicken
dinner with turnip greens and peach pie served afterward
in the basement. Nor can I name all the kind and friendly
people who came to welcome me graciously as a brother in
Christ. Nor can I record all my interviews with these "positive people" who had found Christ through the Center's
socially relevant Gospel ministry.
All told, it was for me a journey into joy. It revealed a
radically different style of church and worship—as unlike
my accustomed white milieu as the desert and the Arctic.
Gazing out the airplane window flying back home to
Kentucky, I tried to put it all together. Hardly ever had I
seen such a perfect blending between the solid, unvarnished historic Christian Gospel and outreaching social
concern. The fusion of these two indispensible Gospel
ingredients was evident in the lives and witness of Center
people.
The Lord Jesus Christ had indeed provided a dependable bridge across the culture chasm separating black and
white. In Christ, we had transcended both our races and
cultures. That is another reason why it was, for me, truly a
journey into joy.
But one thing troubled me deeply. I cannot feel good
about the anger, indignation, and alienation which also
met me in the ghetto. I'm glad 1 encountered it, though.
This ugly reality is too often unseen or ignored by us who
live on the white side of the chasm.
I winced at the bitter condemnation of a land and a
society which have been good to me. Of course I am
influenced by my white, middle-class culture—even as the
black fellow-Christians at the Center are influenced by
their black heritage and the culture of the Philadelphia
ghetto in which they live and witness.
Randy's church states its doctrinal position in a way that
would please the most rock-ribbed champion of theological orthodoxy. But the Center also declares this to be one
of its congregational purposes: "To decry the socioeconomic rape of the third world by Europe/American
systems. A distinction is made between biblical Christianity and American Civil religion. Were it not for the identification of the American flag with the Cross, radical leaders such as Malcom X and Angela Davis would have—in
all probability—been receptive to the message of Jesus the
liberator."
I have not experienced America this way. But then, I
have never lived in the ghetto.
E D I T O R ' S NOTE: Since 1974 the Brethren in Christ have
shared financially in the ministry of two black evangelical
groups in Philadelphia—Christian Stronghold Missionary
Society (see November 10, 1979 Visitor), and Southside
Community Church-Center. At present several Brethren
in Christ congregations participate directly in the ministry
of Southside with material donations.

Rapt attention shows on the face of this worshipper during the
sermon, a blend of Bible teaching and application.
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Used by permission. Abridged from an article in the May / June 1979
issue. Good News magazine, a forum for Scriptural Christianity within
the United Methodist Church. 308 E. Main St.. Wilmore, KY 40390.

Evangelical Visitor

MCC TEACHERS —

AN IMPORTANT INGREDIENT
from MCC (News) Release
Education has always been an important part of the
Mennonite Central Committee overseas program, particularly in Africa, where 65 of 180 workers are teachers. Why
does M C C send so many teachers overseas? What are they
able to accomplish?
Nancy Heisey, M C C assistant secretary for Africa, notes
that work in the area of education is important in the
Africa program. Providing teachers to Africa is a way to
support the institutions of the church with which M C C
works. Most schools where M C C teachers are placed are
run by nationals. "It's not our show," says Heisey, but
providing teachers is a way to support their work.
Another reason for the Teachers Abroad Program
(TAP) is that teachers can serve as role models. Heisey
reports that such models are often not provided in a culture
that is in transition. In such a culture persons have often
been shocked and shattered by modernization. The traditional values do not function as well as they used to.
MCCers are in a position to exemplify values that do not
go against traditional cultural values, but make it possible
to go through change with integrity. "There are Biblical
values that Christians try to maintain are transcultural. If
teachers can begin to live these so that students can better
their lives, that's a real contribution we can make."
Some say the African educational systems are elitist, not
meeting the needs of rural people. They often emphasize a
discipline and structure that are irrelevant to the needs of
developing countries.
"I admit these things," Heisey says, "but I say that we
cannot 'deschool' their society. I don't think you can throw
it all out and say we are not going to serve in that setting.
We can be in contact with people there and find ways to
catalyze change."
CHURCH NEWS
from page 7

Births

Brubaker: Jay Allen, born Nov. 14, to
Ray and Maryann (Sherk) Brubaker,
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Deck: Jared Lesley, born Oct. 3, to
Alan and Pam Deck, Bethany congregation, OK.
Galloway: Matthew Alan, born Dec.
17, to Darrel and Mary Ellen Galloway,
Antrim congregation, Pa.
Houck: Joshua Aaron, born Dec. 29, to
Rev. and Mrs. J. Daniel Houck, Stowe
congregation, Pa.
McMullen: Christina Marie, born Dec.
25, to Ron and Ginny McMullen, Springvale congregation, Ont.
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She continues, "Our best teachers do not just plan their
lessons, teach them, and go home to correct their notebooks. They do extra things that involve them in the lives
of their students."
One such worker is Dan Rusmisel, an agriculture
teacher in Swaziland. He is working in a school-community
project to demonstrate agricultural methods and intermediate technology. So he is not just teaching school; he also
makes the learning process far more than the classroom.
Kevin Cox, a teacher in Lesotho, knew this school
needed new desks. Instead of buying them, he bought the
materials and taught the students how to make desks.
When he leaves, the people there can make more desks as
they need them. Now Cox is working on a system of
irrigation so students can have a water supply for a garden
at school and increase their food supply.
An important task for MCC teachers is to learn and
understand the national culture. In Lesotho, Fern Martin
has worked on the local language, taking study during her
term breaks. Martin lives with Lesotho and Indian teachers,
a difficult venture in which many have failed. In Malawi,
Art Stormer is involved with the student Christian organization. He works with the group at his school, participates
in their weekend retreats and travels with them to national
conferences. He knows and works with the Malawian
Christian student leadership and has been asked to preach
in the local church.
These are just a few examples which illustrate why MCC
feels it is still important to work in education in Africa.
Whether it is working with developing tools or students'
spiritual lives, many go on quietly working in the "old"
settings to make things new.

Sebum: Jeremy Craig, born Dec. 14, to
Ron and Dawn Sebum, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Smith: Rollin James, born Dec. 24, to
James and Marlene Smith, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Stayman: Deanna Edna, born Jan. 6, to
Dale and Debbie Stayman, Antrim congregation, Pa.

OUR APOLOGIES!

In the births (Jan. 10) the father of
Kerri Ann Stauffer was listed as Chino
instead of Chris.
Sweeney: Isaac, bom Aug. 8, to Mark
and Cindy Sweeney, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.

Thompson: Kristy Lynn, born Nov. 5,
to Barry and Andrea Thompson, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Wenger: Carla Renee, born Nov. 12, to
Jeff and Sandra (Turman) Wenger,
Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa.
Wingert: Jeremy, born Nov. 30, to
Donald and Anita Wingert, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Delcamp-Hershey: Jane Yvonne, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dale Hershey, and
Don Douglas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl
DelCamp, both of Troy, Oh., Dec. 29, in
the Pleasant Hill Church of the Brethren.
Engle-Stiffler: Mindel K. Stiffler and
Eric, son of Daniel and Maryjane Engle,
Nov. 3, in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard
officiating.
to page 14
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200th

ANNIVERSARY
OF THE
SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Vear
of the
Sunday School

An Historical Overview of the Sunday School Movement
by John Arthur Brubaker
The Birth of the
Sunday School
The Sunday school movement had
its beginning 200 years ago in Gloucester, England. Robert Raikes, a newspaper publisher, was deeply disturbed
by the plight of the children in this
industrial town. Many were working
in the mills up to sixteen hours a day
and spending what spare time they had
in idle brawlings in the streets. Few
were receiving any kind of formal
education.
Raikes saw an urgent need for these
boys and girls to learn to read and
write and to become familiar with the
Scriptures. This urgent need moved
him into forming a school where poor,
illiterate children would learn to read
the Bible. He believed that a study of
the Bible would give them the moral
guidance they so obviously lacked.
Since the children were in the shops
and mills all week, Raikes had to hold
his school on Sunday. Hence it is recognized as the forerunner of the present-day Sunday school.
The first Sunday school organized
by Raikes consisted of eight boys and
girls ranging in age from six to fourteen. It met in the kitchen of a Mrs.
Meredith. But these undisciplined children from the slums of Gloucester
were so unruly that the school soon
had to be shifted to another location.
Despite demoralizing discipline problems and much opposition the school
continued. By the end of three years of
experimenting with his "ragged school"
Robert Raikes had formed a vision for
the mass education of children. Through
editorials in newspapers and in other
ways, he had attracted the attention of
such men as John Wesley and George
Whitefield. Within seven years of the
12

founding of the school in Gloucester
the number of pupils in the Sunday
schools of Great Britain had risen to
250,000.
The Sunday School
Comes to America
In 1875 William Elliot began the
first Sunday school in America at Oak
Grove, Virginia. A year later Francis
Asbury began the first Methodist Sunday school. Within a few years Sunday
schools were springing up all along the
East coast.
John Wesley gave impetus to the
Sunday school movement by requiring
that Methodist preachers promise "diligently to instruct the children" at least
an hour per week, and establish a Sunday school for poor children, black
and white, wherever there was a
Methodist society.
The Sunday school began as a layman's effort, both in England and in
United States. The organized church
generally looked upon it with distrust,
even hostility. This attitude was unfortunate since it gave Sunday schools an
independent character that tended to
separate them from the life of the
church. (Even today the inclination to
speak of Sunday school and church
can be traced to this unfortunate
separation.) Eventually, however, as
the Sunday school movement grew in
size and prominence, denominations
began to promote the formation of
Sunday schools by appointing Sunday
school agencies and publishing lesson
materials.
The Brethren in Christ
and the Sunday
School Movement
Sunday school work among the Breth-

ren in Christ dates back to the decade
of the 1860's when brethren of the
Black Creek-Bertie District in Ontario, Canada became associated with a
Sunday school started by Asa Bearss
in 1863. It was at the General Conference of 1963 that the church celebrated
the centennial of this event.
At first the Sunday school encountered much opposition. Many feared it
would bring worldliness or even false
doctrine into the church. On the other
hand supporters of the Sunday school
saw it as a means whereby the church
could provide Bible instruction and
spiritual nurture for its children and
youth. Eventually, after numerous
General Conference debates on the
pros and cons of the Sunday school, it
gained acceptance and eventual support. As a result a great many of the
congregations had schools by the early
1900's. In 1909 the General Conference appointed the first General Sunday School Board.
In later years, particularly during
the 1950's and 60's. Sunday School
became a dominant part of congregational life. It was for most congregations the center of their Christian nurture and a primary means of evangelism
and outreach. As a result, Sunday
school has played a prominent role in
the role of the Brethren in Christ
church.
The year 1980 has been designated
the year of the Sunday school. During
this year churches throughout United
States and Canada will be celebrating
the 200th anniversary of the Sunday
school movement. Our congregations
are encouraged to use this year as a
time to revitalize their Sunday school's
ministry and plan for its growth.
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A
Ministry
To
Seniors
The Senior Citizen's Retreat
at Camp Kahquah
—by E.J. Swalm
An earlier poet has truly versed:
E'en down to old age all my people shall prove
His sovereign eternal unchangeable love.
This kindness is constantly being demonstrated by so
many agencies and in so many ways. The Canadian Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church is one of those
channels.
Particular mention is made of the thoughtful interest she
maintains in her older people. An annual Senior Citizens
Retreat provided at Camp Kahquah is one of those
unmixed blessings. The 1979 occasion saw 54 oldsters
enjoy four days in delectable fellowship under the efficient
direction of Ron and Marjorie Lofthouse.
What are some distinguishing features that make it so
attractive? Basically, the social aspect brought together a
regional fraternal family whose intermingling is less frequent than it used to be. Conversation was obviously
characterized by yesteryears with common interests.
The time passed all too quickly as competitive games
were vigorously enjoyed. Shuffleboard, crocinole and horseshoe pitching were organized into tournaments which
attracted excited galleries. Appropriate trophies were welcomed by winning teams.
Many of the retreat participants went boating on beautiful Lake Ahmic, and, believe it or not, a brave number
hiked on the Hiawatha trail, a rocky, hilly, brushy wilderness route. Still others spent time jogging, and walking
while semi-immobiles sat in comfortable chairs reading,
visiting and writing.
The industry that so naturally possessed the mothers of
yesterday was accommodated throughout the Retreat by
having a quilt, ready to be stitched, set up strategically and
waiting when the ladies arrived. Knitting, crocheting, and
painting provided interest for those who could ably
express their talents in these and various other craftmanships.

The third night was a fun night, usually called talent
night. It was really amazing, as well as entertaining, to
watch people who are westward from sixty display such
originality in humorous plays and skits. Solos, quartettes,
and instrumentals were also much enjoyed.
Perhaps the richest moments of all were those spent in
worship. Several periods were given to prayer, personal
testimony and praise. The first two evenings were arranged
as brief worship services with edifying sermons. Each
morning at 9:15 a Bible Study was given on prayer.
The closing feature of the Retreat, which was the healing
service, followed the last talk on prayer. A profound sense
of fervency gripped the entire group as nine persons came
to the front to be anointed and to receive prayer for healing. It was an unusually sacred moment. God manifested
immediate response to the physical need of a grandmother
who had trouble with disquieting nerves for some time and
she was healed.
These four days spent together in this rare fellowship
brightens the slopes and creates an invigorating atmosphere for those approaching life's sunset.

E.J. Swalm of Duntroon, Ontario served as bishop of the Canadian
Conference from 1957 to 1967. He is now living in retirement.
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CAMP KAHOUAH DATES FOR 1980
The Commission on Home of the Canadian Conference has announced the following dates for the 1980
season at Camp Kahquah. Interested persons will
want to mark these dates in their Family Appointment
Calendar.
Junior Girls — July 5 to 11
Senior Girls — July 12 to 18
Junior Boys — July 19 to 25
Senior Boys — July 26 to August I
Family Camp — August 2 to 15
Senior Citizens Camp — September 22 to 25

I

)

CHURCH NEWS
from page 11

Farina-Cripe: Sharon Joy, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cripe, Walkerton,
In., and Daniel, son of Mrs. Mary Farina,
Bronx, N.Y., Oct. 27, in the Italian Christian Church, Bronx.
Giesbrecht-Musser: Barbara, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Musser, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Gary P.Giesbrecht, Aug. 25,
in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard officiating.
Hempfing-Cassel: Carolyn Sue, daughter of Mrs. Naomi and the late J. Ezra
Cassel, Englewood, Oh., and Douglas Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hempfing,
Hanover, Pa., Jan. 12, in the Fairview
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Henry
N. Miller officiating.
Herr-Diehl: Linda Kay, daughter of M r.
and Mrs. Roland Diehl, Hollidaysburg,
Pa., and Timothy L., son of Mr. and Mrs.
Lloyd H. Herr, Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 15, in
the Leamersville Grace Brethren Church.
Hilton-Wenger: Mary Wenger, Annville,
Pa., and Charles Hilton, Palmyra, Pa.,
Dec. 22, in the Fairland Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Earl Musser officiating.
Kennelly-Frey: Becky, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Lester Frey, Hershey, Pa., and
John Kennelly, Oct. 13, in the Palmyra
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Earl
Herr officiating.
Leese-Ebersole: Melody Ann, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Ebersole, Mt.
Joy, Pa., and Jeffery Harold, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Harold Leese, Elizabethtown,
Pa., Dec. 22, in the Cross Roads Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Dale Engle
officiating.
Martin-Armstrong: Victoria Jean,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Victor Armstrong, and Terry James, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Martin, Hagersville, Ont., Aug.
RELIGIOUS NEWS
from page 2

Construction Slowdown Delays
Schuller Cathedral Inaugural
Garden Grove Community Church, Los
Angeles, had earlier expected to shift its
worship services to the new $15 million
Crystal Cathedral on the first Sunday of
1980. But construction delays have moved
the opening date ahead.
The new date is Sept. 14 for launching
what the Rev. Robert H. Schuller, a pastor
not known for understatement, has called
"the greatest ministry, the greatest opportunity, any church in Christendom has ever
had."
The four-pointed, star shaped building
designed by New York architects Philip
Johnson and John Burgee will have more
14

11, in the Springvale Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. J. Allan Heise officiating.
Mellinger-Lehman: Lucille Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Lehman,
York, Pa., and J. Harold Mellinger, son of
Mrs. Bertha Hershey, Soudersburg, Pa.,
and the late Jacob K. Mellinger, Sept. 15,
in the Locust Grove Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Charles L. Lehman
officiating.
Miller-Gilmour: Jean, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Gavin Gilmour, Capetown, S. A.,
and Bill, son of Rev. and Mrs. Henry N.
Miller, Englewood, Ohio, Oct. 27 in Cape
Town.
Neiman-Hock: Ruth E., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Eber Hock, Mechanicsburg,
Pa., and Donald L. Neiman, Nov. 24, in
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard and Rev.
Russell Tiday officiating.
O'Brien-Lambert: Pamela Lynn, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lambert, and
Michael Warren, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward O'Brien, both of Hagersville, Ont.,
July 14, in the Springvale Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. J. Allan Heise
officiating.
Putt-Potteiger: Cindy, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Eugene Potteiger, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Randall L. Putt, Nov. 17, in
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard officiating.
Spurrier-Dourte: Faithe Elizabeth,
daughter of Eber and Ruth Dourte, Dillsburg, Pa., and James, son of Don and
Irene Spurrier, Jermyn, Pa., Dec. 22, in the
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with
fathers of the bride and the groom officiating.

Obituaries

Bell: James Russell Bell, died Nov. 30,
1979 at the age of 56. He is survived by his
wife, Verna Scheerer; two sons; a daughter; three sisters; stepfather; two stepbrothers; and four grandchildren. The futhan 10,000 windows, some of which are in
place on the south side. It will seat more
than 3,000 persons. Ninety-foot-high doors
will open near the pulpit to the relocated
parking area for worshippers remaining in
their vehicles—a feature pioneered by Mr.
Schuller's church and copied with varying
success by other Reformed Church in
America congregations.
Cubans Report Vital Church Life
LIMA, PERU—Five Cuban church
leaders attending the Latin American Congress on Evangelization here in November
reported that the Christian testimony was
very much alive in their country. The
five—a theology instructor, a Baptist denominational leader, a Salvation Army
officer, and two pastors—participated as

neral service was conducted in the Rose bank
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Ron
Lofthouse and Rev. Harvey Stickley.
Bumgardner: Mrs. Marion Bumgardner,
Greencastle, Pa., born Feb. 29, 1895, died
Dec. 1, 1979. The funeral service was conducted in the Zimmerman Funeral Home
by Rev. Wilbur W. Benner. Interment was
in the Johnstown Hill Cemetery.
Hill: Wilfred Hill, Stevensville, Ont.,
died Jan. 7, 1980, at the age of 82. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Amanda; six
sisters, and five brothers. He is survived by
a daughter, Mrs. Shirley Fidler; a son,
Arden; three grandchildren; and two
brothers. The funeral service was conducted
in the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church by
Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. John Zuck.
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Hoffer: Harvey Hoffer, Lebanon, Pa.,
born Aug. 26, 1907, died Jan. 4, 1980. He is
survived by his wife, Emma E.; three
daughters; and a son. He was a member of
the Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was conducted in the Rohland
Funeral Home by Rev. Earl Musser and
Rev. Clair Kocher.
Poley: Mrs. Carrie (Kopenhaver) Poley,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., born July 28, 1893,
died Aug. 19, 1979. She was the daughter
of Jacob C. and Mary Smoyer Kopenhaver. She was married to J. Warren Poley
who preceded her in death. She is survived
by three sons: J. Warren Jr., Ronald K.,
and Kenneth P.; six daughters: Mrs. Violet
Harley, Mrs. Avis Lehman, Mrs. Iva Stevenson, Mrs. Elinor Nicholson, Mrs. Kathryn
Tysen, and Mrs. Pauline Hoover; a brother;
two sisters; 27 grandchildren; and 36 greatgrandchildren. She was a member of the
Perkiomen Valley Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by
Rev. Jacob H. Bowers and Rev. Frederick
Geib. Interment was in the Grace Evangelical Congregational Cemetery, Trappe, Pa.
Winger: Harvey Winger, Fort Erie, Ont.,
died Dec. 25, 1979, at the age of 76. The
funeral service was conducted in the Davidson Funderal Home by Rev. J. Parker.
Interment was in the Stevensville Brethren
in Christ Cemetery.
delegates with 260 others at the nine-day
gathering.
During an hour and a half question
period, they told their colleagues that
Christians in Cuba experienced freedom to
worship, to instruct their youth, and to
evangelize in homes and churches. They
added that evangelistic meetings could not
be held in non-church facilities and that the
church had no access to radio and other
mass media.
The Cubans emphasized that their
churches were supporting their pastors,
seminaries, Bible institutes, camp facilities
and programs, and their retired clergy.
They stated that the government does not
require pastors to hold regular jobs and
encourages them to consider the needs of
their people as their legitimate full-time
concern.
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Editorial

GodLet's Pray

We celebrate the birthdays of two distinguished presidents of the USA during this month of February. George
Washington was born February 22, 1732. He served as the
first president, 1789-1797, and died two years later, 1799.
He achieved the title "Father of our country."
We also honor the memory of Abraham Lincoln, born
February 12, 1809. He was assassinated in office while
serving as president of the USA, 1861-1865. He is remembered as the man who signed the proclamation of emancipation, a decree designed to end the traffic and menace of
slavery.
What the USA would be like apart from the influence
and power these two men exerted on the nation can only be
supposed. Of this we are certain, both men endured much
hardship, giving liberally of themselves to a cause for
which they had deep concern. As people who are deeply
indebted to those who have lived, loved, and served our

nation, we say: honor to whom honor is due.

I recognize a warm and very supportive membership of
the Brethren in Christ Church lives in Canada; a delightful
neighboring country whose southern border runs the full
length of the USA's northern border.
Let me say also, Canada has had the type of national
leadership of which it must be said, honor to whom honor

is due.

My purpose is to awaken a new sense of thanksgiving.
Unequivocally, I place in writing: there is no other place in
the world where two nations have thousands of miles of
open border. No military establishments, no police force,
only business-like activity is carried on at the border. As
two nations we are giving a witness of peace and goodwill
that is a much stronger witness than if we were one
country.
And then, it is also good to remember that very peacefully the USA's outpost, Alaska, lives with an open
Canadian-Alaska border. We are praying and trusting that
those who live and serve in the year 2,000 will look back
and celebrate a century of peace and quiet along the widely
extended borders between these two great countries.
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To our Brotherhood, it behooves us anew to thank God
for our governments. Yes, there are some very ominous
signs on the horizon. The weaknesses and sinfulness of
men in power—be it local, state, or national governments—are of grave concern. Are we letting our voices be
heard and our Christian influence be felt?
Let's listen again to Paul's word to Timothy. It's helpful
to remember that authoritarian rule was the order of that
day. The early Christian did not live in a democracy.
Rulership exerted a heavy hand. Paul instructed Timothy:
I Tim. 2:1-4, NIV, "I urge, then, first of all, that requests,
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone—for kings and all those in authority (eminent
place) that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. This is good and pleases God our
Savior who wants all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth."
I sense a pressure of the Spirit; I have not prayed as
diligently as I should have for those in authority!
Another situation that is a national concern is our rapid
trend toward becoming a hedonistic society. The casting
aside of restraint, the boldness of evil and evil practices, the
startling breakdown of morality as pertains to home and
family life; these sins have led to the downfall of nations.
Urgent prayer is needed for a spiritual revival leading to a
return to basic moral values. The altars of Baal must he

destroyed.

Thanks to God and those who lived before us. They have
left us good countries; (not perfect), but comparative-wise
in our world, we live "quiet and peacefully." BUT what
about ourchildren, grandchildren and great-grandchildren!
Moral decay and spiritual death can destroy us from
within.
"My soul be on thy guard,
Ten thousand foes arise,
The hosts of sin are pressing hard
To keep thee from the skies."
J.N.H.
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Contemporary Issues

The Bad Outweighs The Good
Howard H. Claassen
Nuclear power plants produce electrical energy with
very little environmental pollution, if they are operating as
designed. Three Mile Island has demonstrated, however,
that unexpected conditions can suddenly turn a plant into
an extremely hazardous boiling cauldron of radioactivity.
The amount of radiation actually released at TMI was not
large, but had the operators of the plant done what they
seriously discussed doing on the first day the result would
possibly have been a disaster in Pennsylvania. A disastrous
accident in a nuclear power plant, according to an official
government study, WASH 1250, could cause 45,000
deaths and make many thousands of square miles uninhabitable for decades.
There are further hazards associated with nuclear power
plants; mainly the radioactive wastes produced in the
plants and the radioactive tailings left in large amounts at
uranium mines. The US now has 75 million gallons of
highly radioactive liquids in "temporary" storage in tanks.
Most of this is from the weapons program, but power
plants are beginning to add rapidly to this waste problem.
The tailings at mines in Colorado have resulted in uranium
in the drinking water of some communities. This uranium
has produced dosages of radiation to human bone cells as
much as 60 times the dosage the average US citizen gets
from natural sources, and the problem may exist in
hundreds of communities in 15 western states.
The existence of hazards does not automatically rule out
nuclear energy. People will accept hazards if the alternatives are equally hazardous or sufficiently undesirable. So 1
must discuss the other choices.
Proponents of nuclear energy often say the choice is
between coal plants and nuclear plants. Both of those
alternatives include hazards to health and the environment, and the decision is not easy. There are other options.
I think that we should phase out our nuclear plants, and
that we could avoid a great expansion of coal-burning. To
do this we would have to stress conservation of energy, and
push rapid development of various forms of solar energy.
True, the power companies cannot order solar-electric
plants today. Conservation however can buy time. Sweden
and West Germany, with standards of living as high as
ours, are much more energy efficient. They use something
like 60 percent as much as we do per capita. Instead of
building more power plants in the next 10 years, we could

reduce waste of electric energy. As an example, one large
US chemical company undertook a 10-year effort to conserve energy in all their operations. Their goal was a 10
percent reduction. They actually accomplished a 40 percent reduction in energy use. It has been estimated that if
all new houses built in the next 12 years were well insulated
and used passive solar heat, we would save as much energy
as we expect to get from the oil in Alaska.
Further, if the federal government were to subsidize
development of solar energy to the extent it has subsidized
nuclear development for 30 years, we could immediately
begin to add energy, produced by windmills, to the electric
grid, and we could very likely develop—in the near future
and at a competitive cost—solar cells that would generate
electric currents directly from sunlight.
I have heard several proponents of nuclear energy say
that if we fail to produce electricity by nuclear plants, the
poor people will suffer; hence Christians should favor
nuclear energy. I agree that the Christian must have major
concern for the poor, but I think—for two basic reasons—
the poor will be better off if we steer away from nuclear
energy.
First, judging by the rates at which the price of uranium
and the price of construction of nuclear power plants have
been rising, one can see that nuclear plants is a costly way
to go. Even now, nuclear energy can compete economically
because the plants in use were constructed years ago.
Orders for new nuclear plants are practically non-existent
today because the price is so high. Instead of continuing
government subsidies of nuclear energy, we could develop
less expensive schemes.
Second, the nuclear-energy industry is highly capitalintensive, whereas other schemes of energy production are
labor-intensive and would, if pushed, produce many more
jobs. This reason is especially important to Third World
countries, or at least to the poor people in those countries.
Third World countries generally have much sunshine. If
labor-intensive solar-energy devices are developed and
tested in the US and Canada, the export of the knowledge
to poor countries can be of great value in providing jobs.
By contrast, the export of capital-intensive nuclear power
plants to poor countries probably helps mostly the elite
rich in those countries.

A Meetinghouse article.

